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at the Wartburg, an old castle in Weimar (October 1817).
The celebrations included a great bonfire in the courtyard, and
some students, whose high spirits outran their discretion,
threw into the flames the Prussian Police Code, a Uhlan's
stays, and a corporal's cane—the last two articles being sym-
bolical of the Prussian militarism which was so hated in
southern Germany. The incident was a mere " rag/* but
Metternich pretended to see in it portentous signs of revolution.
He worked on the fears of his master and the King of Prussia to
ask the Czar to concert action against the menace. Alexander
replied that it was a matter to be dealt with at the conference
which was to discuss the evacuation of France.
§ 88. the congress of aix-la-chapelle.—It met in
October 1818. Metternich looked forward to a personal
contact with the Russian and Prussian sovereigns to win their
support for his policy of general repression. In this he was
very successful. Both Frederick William and Alexander were
already repenting of their earlier concessions to " constitutional
government," and the latter had just been startled by the
discovery of a revolutionary plot in his army.^ His emotional
nature was always liable to fly off at a tangent; by the time he
arrived at Aix he had ceased to regard himself as the champion
of liberty and enlightenment, and had begun to feel that the
first duty of all sovereigns was to uphold order and authority
against the madness of democracy. He therefore joined
Metternich in persuading Frederick William that he could
redeem his promise of constitutional government by granting
local Diets to the separate provinces of his dominions.
The evacuation of France was soon settled : all parties were
agreed that the sooner it was done the better, and the unpaid
portion of the indemnity was turned into a loan. Richelieu,
representing Louis XVIII, was now formally admitted to the
Congress, and the five Powers joined in a Declaration confirming
the general aims of the Holy Alliance. But when it was pro-
posed to inaugurate a permanent system for regulating the

